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Introduction
This book is based on stories and legends of the Aymara culture in northern Chile. The text for the
lessons was obtained from Uybirmallko, Cerros que nos Dan Vida (2008) authored by Dr. Juan Podestá
and published in Spanish with the sponsorship of Fundación Crear and Centro de Estudios del Hombre
del Desierto.
Ten stories of that book were selected, translated into English, and illustrated with color photographs that
represent the geography and people of some Aymara communities in the region of Tarapacá. Our Land,
Our Stories also includes a guideline for the teacher to be used with each lesson. Additionally, the book
provides an Internet link to download multimedia material for listening activities and pronunciation.
(http://www.unap.cl/mk/ourland-ourstories)
Our Land, Our Stories is the result of two innovative projects and the funds were provided by the
Undergraduate Program Division at Universidad Arturo Prat and CONADI (National Corporation for
Indigenous Development) through Concurso Público Regional Arte y Cultura Indígena, “Uywir mallku
uywir T’alla” 2014. A multidisciplinary team from Universidad Arturo Prat participated in the creation
of the book and teaching material (teachers of English, methodologists, translators, a photographer, a
designer, and a sound editor). International experts in the revitalization of the languages of the original
cultures from the University of Kansas also collaborated and provided invaluable support in various
stages prior to the publication.
The Aymara communities are part of the Tarapacá region and Chilean culture, however they have very
little presence in the curriculum for language teaching in our country. We hope this book will contribute
to help students and educators to better understand, appreciate and learn from unique stories, legends,
lifestyle and worldview of an indigenous culture. We believe this is possible by integrating innovation,
and multiculturalism in foreign language teaching.
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The condor flew to other places but during his flight he realized that in the rock where
he had left the fox, there were many alcamares, or birds of prey, flying about and
showing him where there was food.

THE TEST OF RESISTANCE TO COLD
On a very cold afternoon of July, the fox and the condor met near the shore of the lagoon. The defiant
fox told the condor:
- “You are the boldest animal, the one that flies the most through the air but I know something you
cannot stand, and that is cold temperature.”
The condor looked back at the fox with disdain and told him:
- “I bet I have more resistance than you. I propose to go to sleep on the highest rock of Condor Ikiña.”
That is how the bet between the condor and the fox was set out. Once the sun set, both animals had
to dive into the lagoon, wet their bodies thoroughly, come out of the water, and go to sleep on the
cordillera, which is the coldest place on earth.
The fox proudly dove first because he thought he was more intelligent than man and he was sure of
winning the bet. He came out of the lagoon completely wet with water running down his body. Then,
the condor dove into the lagoon and also came out wet, but not as wet as the fox because a lot of water
ran immediately through his feathers.
The condor and the fox then climbed to the highest rock where they had to spend the night. They sat
face to face and started talking:
- “If you fall asleep and die, I’ll eat you,” the fox said.
- “I’ll do the same thing if you die or fall asleep,” the condor answered.
The challenge was hard for the competitors because they could not leave the place, fall asleep or eat.
And it must be said that the cold was getting more intense.
Despite his large size and thick plumage, the condor could feel the cold water dripping little by little
through his feathers and onto his skin. Despite his thick hide, the fox also felt the cold reaching his
bones.
The condor asked the fox:
- “Are you freezing, buddy?”
- “No, of course not,” the fox answered quickly.
As the time passed, the two animals felt increasingly colder, but neither pretended to feel anything.
After some time, the condor asked again:
- “Are you freezing, buddy?”
- “No, of course not,” answered the fox with a shivering voice.
The hours went by, and the condor knew that if he let his body freeze, he would die. So, he tucked one
leg and then the other inside his feathers, thinking that would keep him warmer. As he was moving his
legs, he noticed that the fox already had his eyes almost closed. The condor began to shake his huge
wings and making a lot of noise, asked again:
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- “Are you freezing, buddy?”
The condor got a big surprise when the fox opened his eyes and answered:
- “No, of course not,” with a very soft whisper as if he was about to fall asleep.
The condor had the feeling that the fox would fall asleep soon and he could finally eat fresh meat so he
began to think excitedly: “I will wait until he falls asleep and I will eat him, with the permission of Tata
Inti.” Then, he asked again: “Are you freezing buddy?” The only thing the fox answered was a weak “NO,”
with his eyes closed. After a while, the wind and the cold were unbearable. The condor felt his feathers
were useless; they did not keep him warm, not to mention the fox that was already asleep.
The condor, sure of having won the bet but just to be certain, asked again: “Are you freezing buddy?”
But this time the fox did not say a word. Cold, hunger and exhaustion had overtaken him. The bird
realized that the sun was about to rise so he began to prepare his claws and stretch his legs to make a
big jump when suddenly he heard something fall among the rocks:

Our Land, Our Stories
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It was the fox that had fallen. The cold had killed him. The condor thought, very pleased: “I will eat
this beautiful prey with the permission of Tata Inti.” However, it was not as easy as the condor thought
because the fox was completely frozen. He tried to peck him but his legs, tail and ears were stiff as
boards; his back, neck and chest were hard as rocks. The fox was impossible to eat.
The condor tried to take his frozen prey to a nearby cave to warm him up, but the fox was too heavy to
lift. The condor did not know what to do; he was hungry but he couldn´t eat the fox. Tired after so much
effort, he decided to leave the body and look for food somewhere else.
The condor flew to other places but during his flight he realized that in the rock where he had left the
fox, there were many alcamares, or birds of prey, flying about and showing him where there was food.
The condor flew quickly towards the place and noticed it was the fox they were circling, whose frozen
body had melted in the sun.
Finally, the condor could eat the fox. Poor fox, who is always bragging of his intelligence, always loses.
What bad luck the fox has, don´t you think?
Condor Ikiña: A high mountain in the Andes located in the Cordillera Occidental of Bolivia on the
border with Chile.
Tata Inti: The ancient Aymara Sun God.
Alcamares: Scavenger birds that feed on carrion.

ACTIVITIES AND TASKS
Pre-listening and reading
Activity 1
Let´s find out what you know about our highlands. Answer these questions:
•
•
•
•

Do you know what the weather is like in the highlands?
Do you know what kinds of trees and plants grow there?
Do you know what animals live there?
What do you know about the fox and the condor?

Activity 2
Using the adjectives identified above about the fox and the condor, compare and contrast their
similarities and differences using the diagram below.
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While-listening and reading
Activity 1
Listen to the story while you read it in silence. The teacher will play the audio bit by bit for you to select
the main ideas of the story. Write down the ideas on your notebook. Then, as a class, you will discuss the
main ideas selected and choose the ones that best fit the story.
Post-listening and reading
Task 1
Group work: Get together in groups of three or four and think about a different ending to the story. You
will need to reread the story and reflect on some of the events to figure out how you could adapt those
events to come up with a different ending. The group will design a cartoon representing the new story
ending.
Task 2
Group project. Find out about how Aymara people view, understand, or characterize the condor and
the fox in their culture. Design a poster with the information collected. You will present your poster to
the class.

Our Land, Our Stories
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A long time ago, larger birds, such as the condor and the ostrich, flew in the air, enjoying
their freedom and eating all what they wanted, wherever they wanted.

THE CONDOR AND THE UNGRATEFUL OSTRICH
A long time ago, larger birds, such as the condor and the ostrich, flew in the air, enjoying their freedom and
eating all what they wanted, wherever they wanted.
The condor and the ostrich were good friends. One day, flying over the sea, they started to fish and eat
everything in sight. Afterwards, they went to the desert and hunted a vicuña. Once they satisfied their
hunger, the condor, who was very pleased, said:
- “Thank God for giving us such delicious food once again.”
- “What? Was it God who gave us the food? We are eating this delicious food on our own efforts,” the
satisfied ostrich replied, stretching his plump body.
At that very moment, the almighty God took away the ostrich’s ability to fly for being such an ungrateful
creature.
When the condor and the ostrich tried to take flight again, the ostrich tried and tried but it could not stay
high in the air. Resigned and very sad, the ostrich cried and cried, but it was too late; it could never recover
the ability to fly. The ostrich had to get used to eating grass instead of delicious food.
To this day, the grateful condor still enjoys the gift of flying.
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ACTIVITIES AND TASKS
Pre-listening and reading
Activity 1
Your teacher will give, orally, some clues about certain highland animals for you to guess what they are.
Once, you guess, call its name and tell the class what you know about this animal.
Note to the teacher: Prepare a PPT with slides that show animals that inhabit the highlands and
that are related to the story.
Activity 2
In groups, think about the animals discussed in activity 1, and complete a chart with the information
requested (see below). You will create the chart using craft paper and markers.

Our Land, Our Stories
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Habitat
Physical
			 characteristics
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What they eat

What people use them for

Notes for the teacher:
Activity 1: When you display the animals (flamingo, chinchilla, llama, ostrich, vicuña, condor, etc.),
make sure to use animation in the slides for a more attractive display.
Activity 2: If students are not sure about the information requested, provide a brief description of
the animal so students can take notes to finish the chart.

While-listening and reading
Task 1
a)
b)
c)
d)

First, listen to the story carefully. The teacher will stop the audio occasionally for you to
take notes on what you understand from the oral text. Do not open your book.
Second, in groups, you will share the notes taken and reconstruct the story with the ideas
collected.
Third, each group will tell their story to the class.
Finally, the teacher will play the audio again. This time you will read the story as you listen
to it. Once you finish, go back to your story and see if your story is similar to the original
version.

Post-listening and reading
Task 1
Discussion questions: The teacher will give your group a set of questions for you to discuss to assess
your understanding of the story.
a)
Why couldn´t the ostrich fly anymore?
b)
Why does the condor enjoy the gift of flying?
Task 2
You will look for information on these two issues and write down a report with your findings.
1)
Find examples of animals in the folklore of your own culture, which may have been
punished by the divinity as the ostrich in this story.
2)
Search on another animal related to the Aymara culture, which may have been punished
by the divinity.
Note to the teacher: Give students a sample of a written report for them to use as template.

15

E
EN TH

Our Land, Our Stories

WE
T BET
E
B
E
TH

16

AND
FROG

OX
THE F

The frog, on the other hand, was delighted with his victory against the fox!
Thanks to the help of his friends and relatives, they did as a team what he could
never have done on his own.

THE BET BETWEEN THE FROG AND THE FOX
The fox was drinking water from a river when he met a frog and challenged him to run to the end of
the river. With little hesitation, the frog accepted the challenge that would take place next Sunday. The
frog also knew that the fox just wanted to mock him because he could run faster.
The frog began to train, but soon realized that he could not beat the fox alone. So, he got his friends
and relatives together for their help.
The trick he devised was this: one frog would stand at the starting point, another frog a little further,
another a little further, until all the frogs were along the river to the finish line.
The race day came and both animals were ready at the starting point to begin the challenge.
The fox was very happy because he was sure of winning, so he told the frog:
- “You run first and go some distance ahead. That is the advantage I will give you because you are
slower than me.”
- “No!, ribbit, ribbit, we will start together! If I beat you, you will say you gave me too much advantage,”
answered the frog.
The mocking fox told him smiling:
- “How are you going to win? That is something that will never happen.”
- “We’ll see,” replied the frog.
The fox accepted the frog’s proposal and the race began. The frog dove into the river while the fox was
running calmly without haste. After a while, the fox asked:
- “Froggy, Froggy, where are you?”
- “Ribbit, ribbit!” answered his rival.
- “This frog is catching up with me!” the fox exclaimed.
They kept running. As the fox was going along the river bank he asked again:
- “Froggy, Froggy, where are you?”
- “Ribbit, ribbit!” answered the frog.
- “This toad is almost by my side!” the fox exclaimed in a worried voice.
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They kept running some distance more when the fox asked yet again:
- “Froggy, Froggy, where are you?”
- “Ribbit, ribbit!” answered the frog.
- “This toad already caught up with me, how is that possible?” the fox thought, completely puzzled.
So, determined to beat the frog, the fox started to run even faster. After a while he asked again:
“Froggy, Froggy, where are you?” But this time when the frog responded, he sounded further ahead!
The fox, very nervous now, decided to run even faster and thought: “This stupid frog can’t win.”
Half way along the run, the fox was tired but still running his heart out when he asked again:

Our Land, Our Stories

- “Froggy, Froggy, where are you?”
- ”Ribbit, ribbit!”
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The fox could barely hear the answer, it came from so much further ahead.
The fox was more than astonished to see that the frog was winning and so, making an extra effort, he
ran even faster. But…when he arrived at the place they had agreed upon, the frog was waiting calmly
with his body totally dry. The frog had reached the finish line hours before him! Exhausted and with his
tongue hanging out, the defeated fox felt very ashamed; he simply couldn’t understand how he had
lost the race.
The frog, on the other hand, was delighted with his victory against the fox! Thanks to the help of his
friends and relatives, they did as a team what he could never have done on his own.

ACTIVITIES AND TASKS
Pre-listening and reading
Activity 1
Look at the pictures below. What do you know about these animals? Are you familiar with the story of
the hare and the tortoise? If yes, can you retell the story to the class? In today´s lesson, you will listen and
read the Aymara version of the story.
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While-listening and reading
Task 1
Now, you will listen to the story to identify similarities and differences between this story and the western
version of it. Your teacher will stop the audio after each paragraph to help you find any differences/
similarities. You will work in groups of three.
Post-listening and reading
Task 1
In the same group, discuss the similarities, differences identified, and present them in a conceptual map.
Once you have your chart ready, you will write down a brief text that must contain: a) your opinion about
the story in general, b) the similarities and differences between the two stories, c) and your opinion
about which story you like the most and why.
Task 2
In the same group, talk about the two stories again and look for the moral in each. With the help of your
teacher, you will write down a script on the moral of the story and act it out.
Notes for the teacher:
Task 1: Give students samples of conceptual maps where they can represent the similarities and
differences identified in the story.
Task 1: Show students a sample of an opinion text for them to use as template.
Task 2: Provide examples of morals from different stories to help students with this task.

Our Land, Our Stories
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Sabaya still loved Huanapa and to win her back; he bought a skirt for her. Huanapa,
in order to hurt his heart, did not accept the gift and threw it away. Today, the skirt
is seen to the south of the Huanapa hill.

THE STORY OF SABAYA AND SOCOMA
It is said that in old times hills fell in love and had romantic relationships.
Huanapa’s husband was the Sabaya hill and Sillajuay’s girlfriend was the Socoma hill. But after
a while, Sillajuay broke up with Socoma. When Huanapa found out about it, she seduced him
immediately, running away from home and from her husband Sabaya with two of their children, a
little girl and a little boy.
The boy was laid to rest to the north, where the Calvary of the San Juan festivity is, the Patron Saint
of Cariquima. The girl was laid to the south.
Sabaya still loved Huanapa and to win her back; he bought a skirt for her. Huanapa, in order to
hurt his heart, did not accept the gift and threw it away. Today, the skirt is seen to the south of the
Huanapa hill.
Huanapa stayed with Sillajuay while Sabaya stayed with their other sons. After many years, Sabaya
asked Socoma for a date, but she did not accept. Sabaya became so angry that he hired the
sartenejos that dig inside hills and eat their hearts.
The sartenejos did their job as they were ordered. Just when she realized that she was about to
collapse, Socoma understood who was doing this evil thing to her, because she knew what hill she
had problems with.
So, she took a sling and shot a stone towards Sabaya, which hit him on the face knocking out all his
teeth, tongue and brain, destroying him totally.
Soon after, heavy snows fell for almost two weeks and the sartenejos died of starvation. Socoma
was spared and stands firmly to this day.

Sartenejo: A rodent that lives in the high Chilean plateau.
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ACTIVITIES AND TASKS
Pre-listening and reading
Task 1
As a group, you will receive a picture for you to make predictions on the lesson you will see today. Discuss
your predictions within your group and select the ones you would like to present to the whole class.
Then, as a class, you will decide which of the predictions presented are the most realistic predictions and
the most imaginative ones.

While-listening and reading

Our Land, Our Stories

Task 1
You will listen to the story twice. First, your teacher will play the story bit by bit asking you questions
to make sure you are following and understanding the story. Second, as a class, with the help of the
teacher, you will discuss the main ideas of the story.
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Post-listening and reading
Task 1
This time you will read the story. You have to highlight in one color all the characters of the story related
to Sabaya and with a different color, the characters related to Socoma. Once you have done this you can
establish the relationship of each family member and complete the family tree chart. The teacher will
provide you with feedback.
Task 2
Pair work: This time, you will read the story again and as the story develops, you will illustrate the
distribution of the hills in the story. Show and comment your illustration to the class for feedback.

1. Vocabulary
Complete the chart with the right word.
Nouns
		

Verbs

Adjectives

		
			
2. Facts
Describe what you see in the picture.
1………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. Interpretation
Develop sentences on what you think is occurring in the photo.
1……………………………………………………………………………….……………………………
2……………………………………………………………………………….……………………………
3……………………………………………………………………………….……………………………
4……………………………………………………………………………….……………………………
4. Imagination
Individually, in pairs or in small groups, develop an oral or written narrative.
Provide the title.
Develop the narrative based on the sentences created in activity 2.
Present it to the entire class in oral or written form or dramatize it.

23
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On a very beautiful sunny day, while the young imilla was weaving, the lizard became
exhausted from having to turn into a human and suddenly lost his ability to take the form
of the young boy.

THE LIZARD IN LOVE
Once upon a time there was a widower who lived in the countryside with her young daughter. They had a
large number of livestock.
One day the young girl was weaving by the shore of a pond when she was approached by a lizard. This
lizard was a shape-changer, however, and appeared to the girl as a slim young boy with freckles. The frog
immediately fell in love with the young imilla cowgirl.
The imilla, convinced that she was talking to a person, accepted the young man’s declaration of love. From
then on and for many years, they had a romantic relationship.
On a very beautiful sunny day, while the young imilla was weaving, the lizard became exhausted from
having to turn into a human and suddenly lost his ability to take the form of the young boy.
In his reptilian appearance, the lizard approached the young girl very slowly; the girl, without realizing it
was her boyfriend but in the shape of lizard, threw a stone and hit his head hard. The lizard limped away
almost unconscious, while the young cowgirl cursed him.
Five days passed and the freckled young boy re-appeared with his head wrapped in a bandage. Surprised
to see him in this condition, the girl asked him:
- “What happened to you, why are you bandaged up like this?”
At first, the boyfriend remained silent, not wanting to reveal his secret, but at the insistence of the young
girl, he told her:
- “How come you don’t remember the day when you hit me very hard with a stone!”
The young girl clearly remembered the sunny day a lizard appeared and she stoned him. She was so shocked
by the truth that she began to insult him with mean and harsh words, destroying their romance forever.
The young boy immediately turned into a lizard once again and ran away until he got lost amongst the
rocks.
Imilla: An indigenous girl.
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ACTIVITIES AND TASKS
Pre-listening and reading

Our Land, Our Stories

Activity 1
Look at the picture below. Individually, answer these questions: What would you do if you were the
person in the picture? Have you been in a situation like this? What have you done? Your teacher will ask
some students for their responses.
Look at the picture again and, as a class, comment on this statement: It is dangerous to talk to strangers
and people. The teacher will summarize the ideas on the dangers to talk to strangers.

26

While-listening and reading
Task 1
Group work: First, read the story individually. Second, comment on what you understood from your
reading to the rest of your team members. Third, as a group, make sure that each of you have a general
understanding of the story. Finally, report to the teacher.

Task 2
Now, team up with a classmate (original team). This time, you will skim the text again and come up with
10 wh-questions about the story. Once, you have your questions ready, show them to the teacher for
feedback. Then, give your set of questions to another pair of students for them to answer the questions.
Homework: Each pair of students will turn in their questions responded to the original team for revision.
The original team will report on their classmates´ performance next class.

Post-listening and reading
Task 1
You will receive an envelope with fragments of the story, which you have to put in the correct order.
Once, you have it ready, your teacher will give you time to discuss doubts you may have about the story,
to comment on what called your attention, and/or to talk about the moral or message to the story.
Task 2
As you know, the story is about a lizard that falls in love with an indigenous girl. Some people may think
the story has a sad or unexpected ending. Your task will be to change the end of the story for a happy
or cheerful one In groups, write a new ending to the story and illustrate in a poster. Next class, you will
present your poster.

Note to the teacher: For the while listening and reading, explain to the students what it means
to scan and skim a text.
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The father and son-in-law lived together for many years and even nowadays the saying
“the tripe that makes sons-in-law cry” remains a tribute to new sons-in-law everywhere.
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THE NEW SON-IN-LAW
In the old days and even now, sons-in-law have been tested by their fathers-in-law in order to observe
their behavior and attitudes.
It is said that once upon a time a poor young man got married to a girl whose parents were stockbreeders.
The new son-in-law was tested in different ways: he had to be an early bird, a good herder, a knower
of llamas, a good wool weaver and an efficient and honest person. The new son-in-law had to meet all
these requirements.
One morning the father-in-law- asked his son-in-law to slaughter a llama very quickly. The son-in-law
started immediately; he killed and skinned the llama, cut into its belly and started to remove the viscera.
Unfortunately in his haste, the young man accidentally cut through the final piece of tripe.
When the father-in-law saw that the meat had got contaminated with dung, he lost his temper and
punished his son-in-law by whipping him with a rope, causing his son-in-law to cry bitterly. Feeling
terrible for what he had done, the father-in-law gave his daughter’s husband two llamas for being
careful and such a good person. From that moment on, he gave his son-in-law nothing but love and
affection and never mistreated him again.
The father and son-in-law lived together for many years and even nowadays the saying “the tripe that
makes sons-in-law cry” remains a tribute to new sons-in-law everywhere.
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ACTIVITIES AND TASKS
Pre-listening and reading

Our Land, Our Stories

Activity 1
Some of the words you will come across in the reading are, probably, new for you. Therefore, before
listening to the story you will work on a matching activity to get familiar with those terms. Together with
you teacher, you will review your responses.
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1. Son-in-law

___ The husband of your daughter.

2. Father-in-law

___ A person who raises animals.

3. To get married to

___ To beat with a strap or rod.

4. Stockbreeder

___ The father of a husband or wife.

5. Herder

___ A person who makes cloth by using wool.

6. Knower

___ Fast, quick.

7. A wool weaver

___ To be cruel with a person or animal.

8. To slaughter

___ To become the husband or wife of someone.

9. To skin

___ To remove the skin (tissue) of an animal.

10. Dung

___ A person in charge of cattle or sheep.

11. To whip

___ To suffer and produce tears from your eyes.

12. To mistreat

___ A person who knows or apprehends.

13. To cry bitterly

___ One who arrives early.

14. To be an early bird

___ To kill an animal for food.

15. Haste

___ Solid waste from an animal.

Note to the teacher: If needed, provide clues to the students to carry out the activity if it becomes
too difficult.
Activity 2
The story tells an incident between a father-in-law and a son-in-law. Let´s talk about what you know
about the relationship between a son-in-law and a daughter-in-law with their parents-in-law.
While-listening and reading
Activity 1
As you listen to the story, your teacher will ask you some questions to check for comprehension.
Suggested questions:
1.
2.

Are sons-in-law tested by their fathers-in-law in the Aymara culture? If the answer is yes,
why?
What are the characteristics of a good son-in-law according to the story?

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

What do the girl’s parents do for a living?
How was the son-in-law tested by the father-in law?
Did the son-in-law do a good job?
What happened to the llama meat? How was the father-in-law’s reaction to this?
How did the father-in-law feel after punishing his son-in-law?
What did the father-in-law do to make his son-in-law feel better?

Post-listening and reading
Task 1
In groups, scan the text and identify the emotions (anger, sadness, regret, etc.) that you find in the story.
Then, for each of the emotions selected, create a situation of your daily life that represents each of them.
Note to the teacher: Provide examples for students to follow.
Task 2
In the same group you worked before, discuss and debate on the following statements. To organize this
task, each member will have a role. Your teacher will explain the roles and tasks for each of you.
a)
b)

The story tells that even nowadays in the Aymara culture, fathers-in-law test their sonsin–law before they marry their daughters. Do you think that this happens in our days?
Now, think about the Chilean culture. Do you think that fathers-in-law test their sons-inlaw? If yes how. Do sons-in-law need to have certain characteristics to be accepted by the
girl’s father?

Note to the teacher: Assign each team member a role and his/her tasks. Some of the roles could
be: Note-taker, timer, implementer, finisher, coordinator, monitor, and evaluator.
Task 3: Project
Note for the teacher: Design with the social studies teacher a joint project between both subjects.
In this project, students should research on the relationship between fathers-in-law and sons-in-law
worldwide. The idea is for students to find out what sons-in-law are required to do to be accepted by
fathers-in-law in different world cultures, for example: in the Indian culture, Chinese culture – Cherokee
culture, among many others). This project should be developed in English and assessed by both teachers.

31

D
N AN

Our Land, Our Stories

MA
OUNG
THE Y TERS
H
DAUG

32

THE

WHO
MAN

HAD

E

THRE

So, the three sisters decided to have another party, but this time they agreed that they
would lock the door and the four of them would dance until dawn.

THE YOUNG MAN AND THE MAN WHO HAD THREE
DAUGHTERS
There was once a man who had three daughters. One day, one of his daughters became engaged to a
young man who said he was a Christian, but he was actually a fox in disguise.
Every night this young man came to visit the girl, but when she asked him for a daytime date he said:
- “No, I can’t, because it is too hot.”
The boyfriend never wanted to visit his lover in the daytime, but only at night. Every time he came, he
played his mandolin and sang sad songs. One of the songs went:
- “Because I love you, because I love you.”
The young man rejected the three sisters’ daytime invitations so many times that they decided to throw
a party to last all night and the next day. Although the boyfriend accepted the invitation, he left just
before dawn anyway; making an excuse that he couldn’t stay.
So, the three sisters decided to have another party, but this time they agreed that they would lock the
door and the four of them would dance until dawn.
When the young man bid his farewell at the stroke of dawn, the girls just danced and danced. He wanted
to leave desperately, but he could not because the door was bolted. Suddenly, the boyfriend turned into
a fox and bit the girls’ hands to get out. He got out with one of the sister’s cummerbunds in his mouth;
at that moment the girls realized he was a fox.
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ACTIVITIES AND TASKS
Pre-listening and reading
Activity 1
Group work: You will receive a set of cards with pictures and words related to the story you are going to
read in the class.
Pictures: a fox, an old man, a young man, three girls, the sun and the moon, a heart, a ring , a mandolin,
a house, and musical notes.
Key words: love, engagement, visit, party, transform into, dancing, singing, lock up, run away.
Your tasks are:
1.
Based on a set of cards given, discuss with your classmates what the story you are going
to read is about.
2.
Create a story sequence using the cards given. As you do this, take notes on your
predictions to share with the class.

Our Land, Our Stories

Note for the teacher: Supervise students work as they create the story and provide feedback
when needed.
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While-listening and reading
Task 1
In the same group, do the following:
a.
Read the story ‘The young man and the man who had threedaughters’ and check if your
predictions were correct.
b.
Identify the ideas that are similar to your predictions and the ones that differ from the
story. Write them down on a chart.
Post-listening and reading
Activity 1
Share your chart with the rest of the class. Choose the one that is closer to the original story.
Task 1
Group task: Using your predictions of the story, write down your own version of the story and then
illustrate it using an animated PPT. Present the story to the rest of the class.
Note for the teacher: Show students how to build up an animated PPT for them to have as an
example.

1. Vocabulary
Complete the chart with the right word.
Nouns
		

Verbs

Adjectives

		
			
2. Facts
Describe what you see in the picture.
1………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. Interpretation
Develop sentences on what you think is occurring in the photo.
1……………………………………………………………………………….……………………………
2……………………………………………………………………………….……………………………
3……………………………………………………………………………….……………………………
4……………………………………………………………………………….……………………………
4. Imagination
Individually, in pairs or in small groups, develop an oral or written narrative.
Provide the title.
Develop the narrative based on the sentences created in activity 2.
Present it to the entire class in oral or written form or dramatize it.
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Once he got home, tired and in a lot of pain, he went to bed. In his dreams he saw
Chaño, the man, again.

CHAÑO, THE DOOMED MAN
One day, a man was traveling by bicycle to a place named Tirigualla. At the same time, a man called
Chaño was also going down the hill and got so close to the man that he fell off his bike.
The man badly injured various parts of his body in the fall, but once the pain went away, he left his
bike near the hill and ran after the condemned man. Just when he had nearly reached him, the man
spun around and scared him by imitating animal sounds.
These terrible sounds caused the man shivering and headaches, so he decided to stop the chase and
went back for his bike to continue his trip to Tirigualla.
Once he got home, tired and in a lot of pain, he went to bed. In his dreams he saw Chaño, the man,
again. When he woke up, all his llamas had disappeared. Nobody knows whether it was a punishment
for chasing the doomed man or whether Chaño took the llamas away.
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ACTIVITIES AND TASKS
Pre-listening and reading
Activity 1
Group Activity. In your group, talk about who the “boggie man” is and what he represents. Look at the
pictures provided by the teacher to help you with this activity. If you do not know who he is, the teacher
will explain it to you.
Activity 2
You will read a story about a character similar to the “boogie man.” Look at the two pictures on the text
to identify who the mysterious man is and why. Then, guess what the mysterious man on the picture
can do against the other man.
Note for the teacher: Summarize the students’ ideas and select the ones that are closer to the
story and write them on the board.

Our Land, Our Stories

While-listening and reading
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Task 1
Discussion questions: The teacher will give you a set of questions for you to respond after you listen to
the story twice.
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

Where was the man on the bike travelling to?
Why did the man on the bike fall off?
What did the man on the bike do after he fell off the bike?
What did the Chaño do to scare the man on the bike?
How did the man on the bike feel after the incident?
What happened the next day after the incident between the man and the Chaño?

Post-listening and reading
Task 1
Team up with some classmates and respond to these two questions. Make sure to consider everyone´s
opinions and come to an agreement on the responses you want to give as a group. Choose one member
of the team to be the group speaker.
a)
b)

Who do you think Chaño the “doomed man” is?
Why do you think the Chaño became ‘the “doomed man”?

Task 2
In the same group you worked before, create five warning signs with its design (illustration) to warn
people about the Chaño. The warning signs have to tell people what to do or not to do to avoid
encountering the Chaño.

1. Vocabulary
Complete the chart with the right word.
Nouns
		

Verbs

Adjectives

		
			
2. Facts
Describe what you see in the picture.
1………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. Interpretation
Develop sentences on what you think is occurring in the photo.
1……………………………………………………………………………….……………………………
2……………………………………………………………………………….……………………………
3……………………………………………………………………………….……………………………
4……………………………………………………………………………….……………………………
4. Imagination
Individually, in pairs or in small groups, develop an oral or written narrative.
Provide the title.
Develop the narrative based on the sentences created in activity 2.
Present it to the entire class in oral or written form or dramatize it.
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“Oh son! I don’t have money to pay you! But I’ll give you this little donkey. Every time
you tell it: ‘Little Donkey, give me money,’ the little donkey will give you money; a lot
of money.”

THE LITTLE DONKEY AND THE WHITE TABLECLOTH
There once was a man who worked in an old woman’s house. During those days, he used to visit a friend
after work in the nearby village where he also liked going to mass.
One day, when he was about to go to the village, the old woman told him:
- “Oh son! I don’t have money to pay you! But I’ll give you this little donkey. Every time you tell it: ‘Little
Donkey, give me money,’ the little donkey will give you money; a lot of money.”
The man thanked the old woman and went with the donkey to his friend’s house. Once there, he told
him:
- “Hi buddy, has mass started yet?” His friend answered: “Yes, it has.”
- “Oh friend! Please look after my little donkey for awhile, but by no means tell it, ‘little donkey, give me
money.´ ”
His friend thought for a moment, and once the man went away, he said to the little donkey:
- “Little donkey, give me money!” The little donkey obeyed and gave him a lot of money. The man was
so impressed that he immediately bought a similar donkey and switched it with his friend’s.
When the man returned, he didn’t notice anything different and went back to the old woman’s house.
The next weekend, the man was about to go to the village again, when the old woman told him:
- “Oh son! I don’t have money to pay you! But I’ll give you this white tablecloth. Every time you tell it:
‘Tablecloth, I’m hungry,’ the tablecloth will give you delicious food.”
Quietly, the man went to his friend’s house in the village. Once there, he told him: “Hi Buddy, has the
mass started yet?” His friend answered: “Yes, it has.”
- “Oh friend!, he said. Please look after my tablecloth for awhile, but by no means tell it, ‘Tablecloth, I’m
hungry.´ ”
His friend waited until the man was far away to say: “Tablecloth, I’m hungry.” Immediately, his table filled
up with delicious food and meals. The friend was so impressed that he immediately bought a similar
tablecloth and switched it with his friend’s.
When the man returned, he again didn’t notice anything different.
The next weekend, instead of payment, the old woman gave the man a rope, telling him the rope would
punish anyone who hurts or steals from him.
The man arrived at his friend’s house and asked: “Hi Buddy, has the mass started yet?” His friend
answered: “Yes, it has.”
The man asked him to look after the rope, giving his friend instructions not to ask it anything. The friend
thought the rope would give him something once again, but got a big surprise when he took the rope
and it began whipping his hands hard. The man’s friend realized, crying, that his greediness had been
punished, so once the honest and kind owner returned, he gave him back his-money giving donkey and
food-providing white tablecloth.
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ACTIVITIES AND TASKS
Pre-listening and reading

Our Land, Our Stories

Task 1
Sit in groups of four. The teacher will give you a sheet of paper with a spider web with an image of one
of the elements (donkey, money, tablecloth, rope) that appear in the story. Your task is to write down
words and or ideas related to that element. Once you finish this task, discuss it with the rest of the class.
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Note for the teacher: It is advisable to have all the characters of the story displayed on the wall
for the reading activity.
While-listening and reading
Task 1
Your teacher will summarize your responses from task 1 and s/he will introduce the story. As you listen
to the story, fill in the chart below.
What did the old lady
pay the man with?

What did the man receive as
the benefit of each of these items?

What did the bad friend do when he
knew these things were magical?

1.		
2.		
3.

Note to the teacher: While reading and listening to the story, interact with the students to clarify
doubts about vocabulary and to check for comprehension.

Post-listening and reading
Task 1
In groups, discuss with your classmates the terms honesty and greediness. Then write the moral of this
story.
Task 2
First, in the same group, create a crossword puzzle with the following terms: mass – village – donkey –
switch – tablecloth – meal – rope – punish – hurt - steal – whip – payment.
Second, exchange with another group your crossword puzzle for the other group to complete.
Finally, check the responses of the group. Correct if needed.
Task 3
You can work in the same group or form another group. This time, you have to create a story considering
two terms from the original story, honesty and greediness. You have to add illustrations to your text.
Each group will read their story to the class. Present it to the rest of the class. These are some ideas for
you to design your story.
Ideas to present the story:
a)
b)
c)
d)

Design a big book made out of cardboard paper. Design a colorful cover, and illustrate
each page of the book with a picture. You can use cutouts or drawings.
Design an eBook. You can use PPT format.
Retell your story using big pictures displayed on the board, or that you can move while
you are telling the story to the class.
Act out the story. To do this you need to learn your story by heart or read it emphasizing
feelings and expressions. You can wear costumes if necessary to make meaning clear.
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Early next morning, muleteer awoke energized for a new work day. When he realized
the ropes had disappeared, he looked and looked and looked in all corners of the cave.

THE MULE AND THE 40 ROPES
Grandparents say that in the old days, a muleteer was traveling with his donkey, carrying a load of forty
ropes. When the night fell, the muleteer stayed in a cave, unloaded the ropes and took a rest. That night,
he was struck with bad luck: while sleeping, some foxes entered the cave and stole the forty ropes from
him.
Early next morning, muleteer awoke energized for a new work day. When he realized the ropes had
disappeared, he looked and looked and looked in all corners of the cave. But there was not a single rope.
The muleteer didn’t understand what had happened. After a while his donkey told him:
- “Give me all that grass over there and I’ll bring the ropes back.”
The muleteer thought for a moment and decided to do what the donkey asked. After it ate all the grass
in sight, the donkey went to sleep to a sunkiña (a muddy pond).
Suddenly, a fox that was walking along some rocks above spied the donkey resting in the sunkiña, and
ran to it thinking he had found a delicious meal. As he got closer, he looked at the donkey and said:
- “Oh! It is a dead mule. I’ll call my friends so that we can take it to our cave.”
The fox went to his friends, telling them about the donkey and proposing:
- “Let’s all go and pull it here, using the ropes we stole last night.”
- “We agree, let’s do it!” all the other foxes replied.
And they ran down the ridge happily, every one holding a rope. Once they arrived where the donkey
was, they immediately tied its feet, its head, its back and its tummy. Then, they tied the ropes to their
own waists. When everything was ready, one of the foxes shouted: “Steady, ready, go!” All the foxes
pulled hard, but right at that moment the donkey woke up and started to run and kick back and forth.
It was a big mess. The foxes loosened their grip and ran away for their lives. The donkey picked up all the
ropes and went back to its owner.
The story goes that the muleteer was very thankful to his donkey and continued his work day happy
and pleased.
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ACTIVITIES AND TASKS
Pre-listening and reading
Task 1
Pair work: Sit with your partner and discuss the characteristics and abilities of the fox and the donkey.
Then, share your ideas with the rest of the class.
Note for the teacher: Show students a picture of a donkey and a fox. Once they finish the task,
write their ideas on the board.
Task 2
Class work: You will receive a piece of paper with either a concept, a definition or an example. Your task
will be to go around the class and find the students who have the two options you do not have. For
instance, if you have the definition you need to find the classmate that has the concept and the one
who has the example of your definition. Once you have completed the task present the concept with its
definition and example to your classmates.

Our Land, Our Stories

While-listening and reading
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Task 1
Class work: The teacher will play the narration of the story for you to listen to. The teacher will stop it at
certain points. When the audio pauses, write down, the main idea of that part of the listening.
Post-reading listening
Task 1
Share with your classmates the ideas from the previous activity. As a group, choose the ones that best
summarized the story. Use the text to check if the ideas are right or wrong.
Task 2
As a class, discuss the answers to the following questions:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Why did the muleteer need 40 ropes?
Why did the donkey ask the muleteer for all the grass?
Why did the fox think the donkey was dead?
Why did the donkey want to give back the ropes to the muleteer?
How did the donkey prove to be smarter than the fox

Task 3
Project: Prepare an electronic album with seven animals of your choice. Tell where they live, how they
reproduce, what they eat. Then, explain what characteristics people give to these animals. For example,
we say that the fox is clever and the donkey is stupid. Present the album to the class.

1. Vocabulary
Complete the chart with the right word.
Nouns
		

Verbs

Adjectives

		
			
2. Facts
Describe what you see in the picture.
1………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. Interpretation
Develop sentences on what you think is occurring in the photo.
1……………………………………………………………………………….……………………………
2……………………………………………………………………………….……………………………
3……………………………………………………………………………….……………………………
4……………………………………………………………………………….……………………………
4. Imagination
Individually, in pairs or in small groups, develop an oral or written narrative.
Provide the title.
Develop the narrative based on the sentences created in activity 2.
Present it to the entire class in oral or written form or dramatize it.
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